Teaching Assistant Matthew Brooks

Selected Terms* (2)
Selected Evaluations* (4)

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - DAVIS

Student Evaluation of Teaching

Enrollment 89 excellent very good satisfactory fair poor
% responding 66%

5 % 4 % 3 % % 1 % X |SD | M N
Please indicate the overall educational value of the course. 12 20% 24 41% 18 31% 8% 0 0% 37 (09|40 59
Intellectual content of the course. 12 21% 30 52% 13 22% 5% 0 0% 39 (08|40 58
De_?ree to which the amount and difficulty of the course work is appropriate to the number of 9 16% 24 41% 19 33% 10% 0 0% 3610940 58
units.
Please indicate the overall teaching effectiveness of the teaching assistant. 18 38% 20 42% 9 19% 2% 0 0% 41 (0.8 | 4.0 48
Teaching assistant was organized and prepared for discussion. 13 36% 15 42% 8 22% 0% 0 0% 41 (0.8 | 4.0 36
Teaching assistant presented material at a level | could understand. 14 39% 16  44% 6 17% 0% 0 0% 42 (0.7 | 40 36
Teaching assistant was approachable. 17 47% 12 33% 7 19% 0% 0 0% 43 (08|40 36
Teaching assistant recognized when students were confused and tried to reduce the 16  44% 13 36% 7 19% 0% 0 0% 43 (08|40 36
confusion.
Teaching assistant provided thoughtful and concise answers to questions. 14 39% 13 36% 9 25% 0% 0 0% 41 (08|40 36
Teaching assistant helped me understand course concepts in discussion. 16  44% 11 31% 9 25% 0% 0 0% 42 (08|40 36
Teaching assistant was available and helpful in office hours, through email, etc. 14 41% 11 32% 9 26% 0% 0 0% 41 (08|40 34
| attended discussion sections every week. 17 50% 7 21% 9 26% 3% 0 0% 42109 |45 34
| regularly attended office hours and/or contacted the TA outside of class. 7  25% 7  25% 10 36% 11% 1 4% 36 (1135 28




What did you appreciate most about this class?

just some of the extra explanations that were given that made me understand some of the content a little more

Very helpful with quy

| appreciated how this TA taught concepts in a manner that made the material understandable. | like how he used analogies to teach concepts, which made the material more easier to digest.

I think he joined a little later, but still solid.

Matthew was constantly making sure we understood the problem solving process and gave us valuable time to ask questions and engage with the material.

The examples we covered were very in-depth and easy to follow.

discussions were very clear and i really enjoyed them as they helped me understand the class the best

Although he came in for the last portion he tried his best to make sure he wasn't going too fast and listened tn questions in class intently trying to explain as best he could

n/a

Clear and concise about the material

Helped deepen my understanding of some topics we went over class and paces discussion time very well.

N/A

He's nice and helps student

Matthew is really clear with the way he explains things and | like the speed he goes when teaching.

I've only had 2 discussion sections with Matthew but from what I've seen, he is extremely helpful. He would explain everything in depth and wouldn't move onto the next topic until everyone
was on board. | really like his teaching style as well.

N/A

| appreciate how discussion was able to teach me specific methods of doing problems which lecture never did.

Similar to what | have already said. Class was really great and | loved the content.

N/A

TA Matt was also really great. He always checked in when we were confused and was very good at explaining complicated topics clearly.

N/A

Matt is a helpful TA, both in the discussion section and his Office Hours. He actually helped me a lot throughout the Quarter and answered my questions well.

This TA was very approachable and was more than happy to sit down and explain certain topics during or after discussion. He demonstrated a clear motivation to help us learn and would
answer any questions we had, in clear and understandable ways. He also just seemed like a chill dude and his dog was super cool too, both of which produced a vibe that made me want to
come to discussion.

He would bring is dog

N/A




Is there anything you would like to see the TA do to improve his/her teaching?

n/a

No

N/a

Keep being great.

N/A

nope

posting the notes each time work be helpful but their system says only one TA posts them which is okay but his notes were helpful to review.

n/a

N/A

| feel like the TA has a really nice pace, and he stays abit after discussion ends for additional help getting the material. | wouldn't change a thing.

N/A

none

No, | think he is very helpful and understands the material well, he also responds to my emails really quickly.

| don't think so!

N/A

There isn't much | would like to see improved, my discussion TA was very helpful and taught the material at a good pace and in a way that was very digestible.

N/A. He came at the very end of the class and | did not interact with him at all.

N/A

N/A

No, he is pretty effective in teaching, but he could also address the main points in a clearer manner, but he has already done a good job here!

| feel that this TA could've came into discussion more prepared. Such as having more resources to demonstrate the material that we needed to learn. This could've been more interactive
activities or just activities in general. Something more engaging or just different. However | do understand that there is a time constraint which does limit this suggestion. | still though think
having something to break up the flow would be a nice addition.

no

N/A




Term Eval Opened CRN Subject Course Section Enrollment % Response
Winter Quarter 2025 3/7/2025 12:00 AM 11966 ARE 100B A01 32 71
Winter Quarter 2025 3/7/2025 12:00 AM 11967 ARE 100B A02 32 75
Winter Quarter 2026 3/6/2026 12:00 AM 40778 ARE 115A A06 12 41
Winter Quarter 2026 3/6/2026 12:00 AM 40779 ARE 115A AQ7 13 53




Guest Lecturer Matthew Brooks

Selected Courses* (2)
Selected Evaluations* (2)

Student Evaluation of Teaching

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - DAVIS

Responses 67 ARE 176 (Fall 2025): 28 responses ARE 133 (Spring 2026): 39 responses

very

excellent satisfacto fair oor
good i i x |[sD| M| N

5( % |4 % 3 % 2|1 %1 %
rr:gagsfelsqcifsﬁére overall teaching effectiveness of 30 | 45% | 27 [ 41% | 6 9% 315%| 0lowla3|o08l40] 66
ICZEteusr:ecturer was organized and prepared for 24 | 66% | 15 [ 22% | & 9% 213% | 0lowlas5lo08!|50] 67
S:de:rtslte:;tgrer presented material at a level | could 38 |57% | 19 | 28% | o 13% | 1 11% | 0 lo%|4alo0s!|50]| 67
Guest lecturer was approachable. 49 |73% |12 |18% | 4 6% 2 13%)| 0|0%|46|0.7(50] 67
Guest lecturer rgcognlzed when student.s were 35 152% |21 131% | 10 | 15% | 1 1% | 0 | 0% | 43|08 |50] 67
confused and tried to reduce the confusion.
Guest lecturer prgwded thoughtful and concise 42 | 6a% | 18 [ 279% | 4 6% | 2 13%| 0lowlaslo7!|s0!l 66
answers to questions




What did you appreciate most about this guest lecture?

All

The research was very interesting and more shocking than | originally predicted!
Light hearted

The use of graphs

How organized everything was

His passion about the subject

His explanations / reasoning behind the research and results

| appreciate that he came prepared with graphs and organized slides, and tried to be interactive with the
audience during his presentation

| liked how he kept most things pretty basic so we didn’t get too caught up in the weeds.

| loved that he tried to meet us where we were at. He asked if we've taken stats before so that we aren’t
puzzled by the vocab he will use. | really appreciated that gesture.

He obviously has a passion for what he does.

| liked learning about how you chose cricket to observe worker productivity, | would not have made that
connection.

The lecturer had good vibes he explained things well and checked in if we had any questions frequently
Feels connected to his research, wanted us to understand, connected to audience

He took the time to properly explain the concept! Explained everything at a college level did not
overcomplicate the subject with flashy words.

Cared about what he was talking about and explained it simply as possible

Explanations were understandable and thorough.

Explanations were very straightforward. | always appreciate conciseness and given adequate context.
Matt was able to simplify his research to be very approachable and more easily understood.
That he provided slides and explaining everything in detail

He answered questions of students who were confused

Presented material in an approachable manner and engaged the class

The insight into the design process of an experiment

Sharing his experiment and the results

Explanation of new material

The way he explained the topics

| appreciated how engaging the lecturer was with the short discussions and his willingness to answer
anything that was confusing.

The dog

| enjoyed the actual statistics from the experiment.



Informative speech

The dog :)

He explained ideas very well

Made us feel comfortable with asking questions

| like how he thoughtfully answered the questions.

He actually seemed interested and engaged in the lecture. He was very kind.
Very up-front with the limitations of his experiment, data, and statistics

It was easy to understand and definitions were made simple

His acknowledgement of every question asked and trying his best to explain concepts at a level of
understanding of the class, and at the same time the manner that he was teaching in seemed very inviting
and approachable.

| appreciated his response to people’s questions

I love how he introduced and explained everything. And how we got to talk to each other about what we
thought would happen before seeing results.

Answering questions to clarify what was in the experiment
The dog :)
Pace and clarity

| like the thoughtfulness in the way he presented! He broke down concepts and then relayed how that
showed in his research and findings — very comprehensible!

How he explained each part of his experiment with familiar language.

| really appreciated the pacing and amount of depth that he went into. | enjoyed the questions; | found it
very helpful and engaging



Is there anything you would like to see the guest lecturer do to improve
his/her teaching?

Maybe explain certain topics less — like baseball analogies and basic statistics (independent and
dependent variables) — to save time for the more important takeaways

Maybe being more confident in his information especially when answering questions
There were a few things that he over complicated, but overall, he was great!

| think maybe working on his timing since we didn’t get a chance to fully cover all the slides
He did great! He can totally be more confident!

Timing was slightly off; however, given the 25-minute time constraint, | definitely understand that the ability
to convey such valuable information within that constraint is hard to do. | feel like we received a rather well-
portioned and well-done presentation despite the constraints. Very informational and awesome.

| hope you can explain more examples.

Some context not needed if the whole room already understands the concept! :)
More audience/class participation when time allows (we were a bit limited today)
More passion

Just more engaging.

The lecturer should speak louder

Upload slides before lecture.

Maybe speak a little louder in the microphone at times.

Slightly slower speed; | wasn’t able to capture all of the slide information in my notes
To see a legend/key explaining a breakdown of what things are that were listed in the experiment
Maybe more enunciation

Show more dog.

| think maybe going from complex concepts and simplifying them down could help



Term Lecture Date Subject Course Role Responses
Fall Quarter 2025 12/3/2025 ARE 176 Guest Lecturer 28
Spring Quarter 2026 4/7/2026 ARE 133 Guest Lecturer 39




